Haggai - “Festive”
Overview
 Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi are referred to as post-exilic prophets
 These three books contain the history of the children of Judah after their
return to their land after being in captivity in Babylon for 70 years
 Chronologically the books of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther fit into this time
period
Ezra 5:1 Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of
Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem in the
name of the God of Israel, even unto them.
 Cyrus and the Persians had overtaken Babylon and Cyrus made the decree
that permitted the Jews to return to their homeland and rebuild their
temple in Jerusalem
 Haggai speaks about the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem as well as
the millennial temple
Ezra 6:14 And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered through
the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And
they builded, and finished it, according to the commandment of the God of
Israel, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and
Artaxerxes king of Persia.
 Ezra tells us that the reconstruction started but was then halted for 16
years – Haggai had a part in encouraging the work to continue
Ezra 4:24 Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem.
So it ceased unto the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.
Haggai 1:1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the
first day of the month, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet
unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the
son of Josedech, the high priest, saying,

I. The First Message – the House of God needs to be Completed
A. Their Excuses
Haggai 1:2-4 Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people
say, The time is not come, the time that the LORD'S house should be
built. Then came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying,
Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house
lie waste?
1. The people were making excuses for why the house of God had not
been finished – now isn’t the right time
2. The people were living in houses with walls and ceilings and yet
the house of God was still in ruins
B. Consider Your Ways
Haggai 1:5-11 Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider
your ways. Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have
not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you,
but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to
put it into a bag with holes. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider
your ways. Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the
house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the
LORD. Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye
brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts.
Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his
own house. Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and
the earth is stayed from her fruit. And I called for a drought upon the
land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new
wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth,
and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands.
1. Haggai encouraged them to take a close look at their own personal
situations
2. They lived with very little – there was always a need for more
3. Haggai connected their situation with the lack of God’s blessings
because His house had not been completed
C. Let’s Get to Work
Haggai 1:12-15 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the
son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people,
obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the
prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him, and the people did fear
before the LORD. Then spake Haggai the LORD'S messenger in the
LORD'S message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the

LORD. And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of
Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the
people; and they came and did work in the house of the LORD of hosts,
their God, In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the
second year of Darius the king.
1. Joshua and Zerubbabel led the people in returning to the work of
building the Lord’s temple
2. The people obeyed and got to work
II. The Second Message – Don’t be Discouraged
A. Their Discouragement
Haggai 2:1-3 In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of
the month, came the word of the LORD by the prophet Haggai, saying,
Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and
to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the
people, saying, Who is left among you that saw this house in her first
glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison
of it as nothing?
1. Solomon’s temple that had been destroyed was quite magnificent
to see
2. The people had a hard time comparing the ruins and rubble to
what once was
3. They would not have the resources to restore the temple to its
former glory
B. Be encouraged – the Lord is your strength
Haggai 2:4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be
strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye
people of the land, saith the LORD, and work: for I am with you, saith
the LORD of hosts:
C. Be encouraged – God keeps His promises
Haggai 2:5 According to the word that I covenanted with you when
ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not.
D. Be encouraged – God will fill this house with His glory
Haggai 2:6-7 For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little
while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the
dry land; And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations
shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts.

E. Be encouraged – God’s provisions are unlimited
Haggai 2:8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of
hosts.
F. Be encouraged – the Millennial Temple will be the greatest
Haggai 2:9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the
former, saith the LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace,
saith the LORD of hosts.
III. The Third Message – a Lesson on Holiness
A. Haggai asks the priests two questions regarding their cleanness
1. Can your garment be made holy because it touched a sacrifice that
was holy?
Haggai 2:10-12 In the four and twentieth day of the ninth month,
in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD by Haggai
the prophet, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Ask now the
priests concerning the law, saying, If one bear holy flesh in the
skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or pottage,
or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be holy? And the priests
answered and said, No.
2. Can something be made unclean by touching something else that is
unclean?
Haggai 2:13 Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead
body touch any of these, shall it be unclean? And the priests
answered and said, It shall be unclean.
B. Haggai wanted the people to understand that their hearts needed to
be pure and holy in order for God to bless them – God’s blessing
wasn’t connected to just building a building
Haggai 2:14-19 Then answered Haggai, and said, So is this people,
and so is this nation before me, saith the LORD; and so is every work
of their hands; and that which they offer there is unclean. And now, I
pray you, consider from this day and upward, from before a stone was
laid upon a stone in the temple of the LORD: Since those days were,
when one came to an heap of twenty measures, there were but ten:
when one came to the pressfat for to draw out fifty vessels out of the
press, there were but twenty. I smote you with blasting and with
mildew and with hail in all the labours of your hands; yet ye turned
not to me, saith the LORD. Consider now from this day and upward,
from the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, even from the day
that the foundation of the LORD'S temple was laid, consider it. Is the

seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the
pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath not brought forth: from this day
will I bless you.
1. The people needed to look at their own hearts and motivations
2. The people needed to be reminded of past actions that brought the
chastisement of the Lord
3. The people needed to trust the Lord for future harvests and
blessings
IV. The Fourth Message – a Blessing for Zerubbabel
Haggai 2:20-23 And again the word of the LORD came unto Haggai in the
four and twentieth day of the month, saying, Speak to Zerubbabel,
governor of Judah, saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth; And I
will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of
the kingdoms of the heathen; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those
that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall come down, every
one by the sword of his brother. In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, will I
take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD,
and will make thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the LORD of
hosts.
A. Zerubbabel may have felt that he would never see Judah as it once was
B. God promised future victory over Israel’s enemies
C. Zerubbabel would be as a signet – a symbol of authority from the king
– He was chosen by God
D. Zerubbabel is found in the lineage of Jesus Christ
Mathew 1:12 And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias
begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel;
Luke 3:27 Which was the son of Joanna, which was the son of Rhesa,
which was the son of Zorobabel, which was the son of Salathiel, which
was the son of Neri,

