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“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me...” Galatians 2:20a

The Art of Centering Clay- Steve Evans and Centering the Clay — David Bolton (pages 1 - 5)
Putting Christ in the Center of Our Lives — Bob Bodenhamer (pages 6 - 7)

Christ at the Center - Phil Ware (pages 8 - 10)

What Should a Christ-Centered Life Look Like? — Gotquestions.org (pages 11 - 12)

Before the cIay can be formed into a pot, it must be centered, so that every part of it lines up with the very heart of the
wheel. The unruly clay wobbles at first, heading off in all directions. The potter adds water and presses his hands against the
sides of the clay as it spins, pushing the clay closer to the wheel head, smoothing uneven places, and pressing bumpy edges.
Finally, under the firm and gentle guidance of the potter, the clay begins to center. It is a process that requires much time,
trust, and patience. But by the end, the clay will be smooth, solid, and perfectly alighed—on its way to becoming a true
work of art

A PERSONAL TESTIMONY:

Elder Aoba relates that his classroom of youth really sprang to life when they saw how he was able to almost
magically transform the shape of the clay in his hands to plates, bowls, and cups. After his demonstration, he
asked them if any of them would like to give it a try. They all raised their hands.

Elder Aoba had several of the youth come forward to try out their new interest. They assumed, after watching
him, that this would be quite simple. However, none of them were successful in their attempts to make even a
simple bowl. They proclaimed: “I can’t do this!” “Why is this so hard?” “This is so difficult.”

These comments took place as the clay flew all around the room. He asked the youth why they were having
such difficulty making pottery. They responded with various answers: “l don’t have any experience,” “I have
never been trained,” or “l have no talent.”

Based on the result, what they said was all true; however, the most important reason for their failure was
due to the clay not being centered on the wheel. The youth thought that they had placed the clay in the
center, but from a professional’s perspective, it wasn’t in the exact center. He then told them, “Let’s try this
one more time.”

This time, Elder Aoba placed the clay in the exact center of the wheel and then started to turn the wheel,
making a hole in the middle of the clay. Several of the youth tried again. This time everyone started clapping
when they said: “Wow, it’s not shaking,” “I can do this,” or “I did it!” Of course, the shapes weren’t perfect,
but the outcome was totally different from the first attempt. The reason for their success was because the clay
was perfectly centered on the wheel.
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increasing. Like the clay on the potter’s wheel, we must be centered as well. Our core, the center of our lives,

must be Jesus Christ and His gospel. Living a Christ-centered life means we learn about Jesus Christ and His

gospel and then we follow His example and keep His commandments with exactness.

If our lives are centered in Jesus Christ, He can successfully mold us into who we need to be. The joy we
experience in this life will be in direct proportion to how well our lives are centered on the teachings,
example, and atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Brothers and sisters, like the clay on the potter’s wheel, our
lives must be centered with exactness in Christ if we are to find true joy and peace in this life.

THE ART OF CENTERING CLAY

Steve Evans

Centering clay on a potter’s wheel is a messy and demanding operation, requiring tremendous concentration.
Why? Because the clay doesn’t want to be centered! It resists “surrendering” to the potter’s hands. 5 2 yw@ i
all? 1 learned pottery during my hippie years one summer when | was trapped in DC, trying to get to the West
Coast on my motorcycle, but with never enough money to leave town. | had no idea in those days how terribly
resistant | was to the Potter’s Hands. | thought that life was just against me at times, but at other times |

lucked out. | never saw the spiritual analogy to the pottery | was learning to make and the work of the Potter |
was experiencing. Back then | had no spiritual life with the Lord to compare things to.

To this day | have an indelible memory of my early struggles with clay. There is so much you have to do before
turning on the wheel. First you water the clay to soften it, then knead it until it is pliable, then run a wire mesh
through it to get the hard, dried lumps out. These would shatter the pot in the kiln when fired, if they were
allowed to remain. Canyourelateto this?Being watered with the Word, being softened up and made
teachable, being dealt with to release those hard places that would backfire on you in your trials. It gets
better.

Once readied, you take the prepared lump of “ wi | dlay andgsthack it down on the wheel as close to center
as you can get it. Then the fun begins. As you turn up the speed of the wheel, the un-centered clay will try to
fly off! You have to exercise your will and your skill with both hands to hold that “rebellious” bit of clay firmly
on the wheel. Then you exert even more pressure to force it towards center. Extra water may be needed to
reduce the friction. What a contest! At first the clay beat me badly, but soon enough | got the knack for it and
discovered the joy of centered clay. The joy of centered clay is twofold:

1) You can take your hands off of it and it spins sweetly and submissively before you, and

2) You can now place your hands upon it tenderly (yet still firamghbegin raising the clay into the vessel

you desire it to become.

Peter advises us to humble ourselves underthe Mighty Handof Godso that He can then raise us by grace—
since God “resists the proud” (those who are resisting Him). ¢ D2 R NX & A abiit&gives gisde thiNR dzR
humble.
ECKSNEF2NE KdzYof S @2dz2NAESt @S& dzy RSNJ 0KS YA3IKiGe |
casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for yaPeter 5:57 NKJV
Don't try to “get off the wheel” of where God has placed you and how He is dealing with you. Learn to say
“uncle” and let Him have His way. Be like putty or better yet, submissive clay, in His Hands. He wants to raise
you up!



CENTERING THE CLAY

David Bolton

In this series, we are considering the centrality of Christ by looking at a number of dictionary definitions for
the word “ c e ndndeseeihg how Christ Himself fulfills these in relation to God’s eternal purpose, the Church,
and the individual believer’s life. In this second meditation, we will consider the definition we used last time
and draw out a second analogy from it:
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(American Heritage Dictionaryonline edition)

The analogy we will consider in this post is that of clay being fashioned on a potter’s wheel. | selected this
image to represent® Ch+Ciestt er ed (bhcause sfthe keautiful dgpiction of centrality it offers. A
potter’s wheel is an example of that whichhas @ I L2 Ay 12X LA G245 FEA&AT SGOo:
GKS 6KSSt 0 NP Whei iScametinthe KB @ of adiadbriPlémp of clay into a beautifully
shaped, usable vessel, the center of the wheel is the most significant part of the potter’s wheel. This is where
the clay must be carefully positioned so that it may be simply and symmetrically fashioned.

“Centering the Clay”
In order for the clay to be able to be shaped properly on the rotating base of the wheel, the potter must first
“cent er Thihizoneofltha mdst difficult aspects of “throwing a pot”, and a most essential one. Once
the clay has been wedged and rounded into a ball, the potter takes the clay and throws it down firmly on the
wheel as close to the center as possible. As the wheel begins to rotate, he wets his hands and places them
both firmly on the clay. Using considerable force he presses and molds the clay in and around the center of
the wheel. Employing some simple techniques, the potter works the clay until it is perfectly centered on the
potter’s wheel. This centering process is absolutely essential for the potter to be able to shape and mold the
clay into a symmetrical vessel on the wheel as it spins. If the clay is off-center even slightly, it will begin to
wobble and waver in his hands as he starts to form it. If he continues it may only be a matter of seconds
before the mis-centered clay flops and folds and becomes marred and unusable in his hands. There is little
that even an expert potter can do with a lump of clay that is not centered properly.

Centered on God’'s Potter’'s Wheel
This centering process in pottery illustrates a fundamental spiritual principle concerning Christ and the
formation of His Church. In Scripture, God uses the analogy of the potter and the clay to describe the nature
of His relationship with His people.
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was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as
seemed best to him. Then the word of tlmrocame tomel S & | A RdI dodvithlyad, Idrael, as this
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dDoes not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for speaislesurp
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His desire is to fashion us individually and corporately into vessels He can fill and use for His purposes. As

the redeemed sons of Adam (who was formed out of the red clay earth) our lives are like wet clay pots

spinning on the Master Potter’s wheel. Day in and day out His hands are upon us, pressing, molding, shaping

and forming us into earthen vessels to contain the excellency of His power and presence. & . dzi 6S KI @S
treasure in jars of clay to show thtitis alkd dzN1J- a 3 Ay 3 LJ2 6 SNJ A &4 2fChdhtMianD27R |y

As the collective sons of the Second Adam, the Father is fashioningusas “0 n € n e Vintolm@npdrate
vessel to contain the fullness of His Son.
GXoe& aSddAy3a helawviRtsits sojhmdads and FeguiBors. His purpose was to create in
himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making pe@cBghesians 2:15

He is wedging us together, compacting us into one lump of clay, and placing us in the middle of His revolving
and unfolding purpose. With His hands upon us He is pressing us in, holding and molding us around the
Center so that we may become perfectly concentric around Him. All “out-of-centeredness”, or “eccentricity”,
must be worked out of us before the Master can complete the work of fashioning us into the corporate vessel
He truly desires. As in the natural process of “centering the clay”, the corporate centering of the Church is one
of the most difficult and yet most essential of steps in the formation process. If this work is incomplete or
unsuccessful, it is inevitable that the clay will eventually become marred and unusable in His hands.

The Center of the Mast er P oHetsth¢ Onesordainededrent theibeginningh e L
to occupy the supreme and central place in all things.
0Andhe is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so
that in everything he might have the supremaCglossians 1:18

Jesus Christ is the One around whom the eternal purpose of the ages revolves.
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earth under Christ. In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plantaf him w
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He is the One around whom all of creation, redemption, the Church and the Kingdom revolves.
GX0SAY3d AGNBY3IIKSYSR gAGK I|ff Lgoa Sdyhadveyeat Bddurayice ( :
and patienceand giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his
holy people in the kingdom of ligh#or he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into
the kngdom of the Son he loves,whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of dihe.Son is the image
of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creatibor in him all things were created: things in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whethdmbnes or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created
through him and for himHe is before all things, and in him all things hold togetAed he is the head of the
body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from amondehd, so that in everything he might
KIS (KS ZLdrshEssT: 1188 o ¢



And He is the One around whom the individual local expressions of the Church must continually revolve in
order to be fashioned according to the Father’ s
G ! ¥y R natv&hatin all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpos€or those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers asteis.And those he predestined, he also
OFtftf SRT dK2a$S KS OFffSRZI KS I faRomandz82B0FASRT (K2
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peoplefor works of service, so that the body of Christ may be builintipwe all reach unity in the faith and

in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of
Christ. Then we will no longer be infantessed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by
every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scHastead,

speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature bbohy wiho is the head,

that is, ChristFrom him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and
odzZAf Ra AGaSt¥F dz) Ay {BpeSans41di6 S OK LI NI R2Sa Aida

THE APOSTOLIC WORK OF CENTERING AND RE-CENTERING
When we look into the New Testament to see how the local churches were initially formed, we see that this
process of centering was paramount to the apostolic workers. Paul said to the Corinthians,
G2 KSy L OIFYS G2 @2dzZ 0o NER (i KébEoEsuperioRvs@om @2l firoclaited$o ( ;
you the testimony about God. For | resolved to know nothing while | wlayeu except Jesus Christ and
HA Y O NH2GChrihthidh& 22

For a year and a half Paul proclaimed the crucified, risen, exalted and glorified Christ to the Corinthians. He
resolved, according to the wisdom of the Master Potter, to “center the clay” in “Jesus Christ and him
crucified”. This was his first and foremost work in establishing the Church there. He understood through the
divine revelation he had of God’s eternal purpose that only those churches which were radically Christ-
centered could possibly be fashioned into fit vessels for the high and holy calling of the Church. He was
resolved to center the ecclesia in conformity with God’s ordained Center, and to this end he tirelessly labored.

Not only did this occupy his initial work, but also later when the Church in Corinth began to “wobble” on the
wheel, as “eccentric” factions began forming around Paul, Apollos, and Peter, Paul exhorted, rebuked and
compelled them back to Christ and Christ alone as their true Center 1 Corinthians 1-3. He knew that if the
church in Corinth continued to develop with secondary matters occupying the primary point around which
various groups would revolve and form, the whole expression of the church there would become marred and
ruined as a corporate vessel fit for the Master’s use.

Paul was radically Christ-centered in his walk and in his apostolic work knowing that only when the unrivaled
center of the church is Christ, in full accordance with God’s eternal purpose, can the ecclesia be properly
fashioned to fulfill God’s purpose. Paul models for us, therefore, the nature of true ministry both in
establishing Christ-centered expressions of the Church and in maintaining Christ-centered expressions of the
Church against all “eccentricities.” The ramifications of this simple principle of the centrality of Christ are vast
and profound in their outworking. May the wisdom of the potter suffice as a simple yet sublime introduction
to this most significant of spiritual matters.
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Bob Bodenhamer

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which | now live in
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20

1 What would happen if we put Christ as the centerofourl i ves ?”

1 What would happen if we put Christ as the centerof “ o u r

thinking?”

The meaningwe give any internal or external event determines how we live our lives, “for as a man thinketh
in his heartso is hé Proverbs 23:7. The word meaningis a German word which means “to hold in mind.” That
is exactly what Proverbs 23:7 is talking about. If we get the meaningright, all other areas of our life will be

right. The Bible teaches us that when Christ is centenll is well. John 10:10 Jesus said, “The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”

Wh e n

1. In Galatians 2:20 Paul is asserting that Christ is the center of his lifefor* Chr i st
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GTherefore, if anyone is in Christ, heis Yy S ONBF GA2y T GKS 2t R Kl a =
Corinthians 5:17

Knowing our position in Christ solves all identity issues. | know who | am because | know Whose | am.

And, that is good enough!

By letting Christ be center of our lives gives me the Power and Resources (#3 Power) to live in this
world successfully.
d OlFly R2 S@OSNEIKAY3A (KNPOpFanskiyY ¢gK2 3IADBSa Y

By letting Christ be the center of our lives, we have a dynamic relationship with this concept called

Time (#4 Time). He has given me eternal life,
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oFor whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, wenthethe Lord: whether we
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Paul says, oFor | reckon that the sufferings of this present tamenot worthyto be comparedvith
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That tells me that being crucified with Christ, having our meaningfrom Him makes time irrelevant for
we are in Him the timeless one.

. By letting Christ be the center of our lives, we will live in obedience to the Greatest Commandment

which calls upon us to love God and to love our neighbor (#5 Others).

&lesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and

with thy entire mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the sesbkel unto it, Thou

shalt love thyneighboras thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets
Matthew 22:3740

By letting Christ be the center of our lives, we will accept the world as a place that we can live in

without fear but with confidence and joy (#6 World).
GXRSFNJI OKAf RNBY> NS FTNRBY D2R |yYR KI@S 2@3SNX
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By letting Christ be the center of our lives, He is our purpose, period (#7 Purpose).
oFor | am now ready tbe offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. | have fought a good
fight, I have finishednhy course, | have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at thaamhyrot to me only,
but unto all them also that love his appearig. Timothy 4:60




CHRIST AT THE CENTER

Phil Ware
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On the way home from church, Joshua's dad wanted to know what his pre-school son's teacher had taught
him in Bible class. His dad's interest wasn't just fatherly concern; Joshua's dad was on staff at the church.
Joshua folded his arms across the chest and with a stern look said, "Jesus! Jesus! Jesus! That's all they want to
talk about in my class is Jesus!"

The Bible is a rich library of many different kinds of inspired literature — poetry, prophecy, hymn, psalm,
oracle, narrative, sermon, letter, parable, proverb, legal. For followers of Christ, however, the one focus that
must be at the center is Jesus. While Joshua may have wanted more diversity in his Sunday school curriculum,
his teachers had found the heart of the matter: Jesus.

Putting Jesus at the center doesn't mean the rest of Scripture is unimportant, irrelevant, or uninspiring.
Instead, the story of Jesus becomes the lens through which the rest of Scripture comes into focus. It is the
tuning fork by which the rest of the message is tuned.

The New Testament books in the Bible make this claim in various ways.
Paul's words written to Timothy, his apprentice in ministry, are but one example. Paul also said,

"For no matter how many promises God has made, they are 'Yes' in Christ. And so through him the
'‘Amen’ is spoken by us to the glory of Go@'Corinthians 1:20).



Jesus' call for folks to "follow me" (Matthew 4:19 — and many other times in the Gospels) are another
example. But even more directly on target to our point, Jesus' words in the Sermon on the Mount, "You have
heard that it was to people long ago ... But | tell you(M&tthew 5:21-22 — also see verses 27-28, 31-32, 33-
34, 38-39, 43-44 for other examples of this thought pattern) are his own claim to be THE authoritative
interpreter of Scripture. Jesus' final words on earth drive home the crucial role his teaching plays in the life of
God's followers. These words are known as The Great Commission, and they emphasize the importance of
making disciples from people of all cultures, "teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you."
Matthew 28:2).

The rest of the New Testament emphasizes the crucial place of Jesus at the center of everything in the life of
his followers if they are to know God and find life.

9 Heisthe one who has made God known:

oNo one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God andéstimet&dionship
with the Father, has made him knowdohn 1:18

' Heis the way to God, the source of truth, and the one who brings life:

@esus answered, L 'Y GKS gl @& FyR (0KS (NMHziK FyR GKS f A
Y S @chn 14:6
1 There is no other name given to human beings that brings them to salvation:
OSalvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by whic
S Ydald @&s442 gSRPE
9 Heis God's great message to his human children:

din the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in variousuivays,
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through wh
also he made the universehe Son is the radian@e¥ D2 RQa It 2NEB | yR (KS S
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat
R2gy G GKS NRARIKG KI yHebrewF1 B KS al 2Sade
I Come in human flesh to reveal God to us:

GThe Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the o
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9 Jesus is the goal of our spiritual maturity:

dHe is the one we proclairmgmonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may
present everyone fully mature in ChriBb. this end | strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so
LJ2 6 SNF dzf f & Colesddhsil:289ynd YS d ¢

1 The direction the Holy Spirit is at work shaping our lives:
d YR S Iff3X gK2 gA0K dzy @S
image witheved Yy ONB I aAy 3 3Jf 2NBR I 4

f

A R FI O2y i SYLX
KA OK

S O0Sa
o O 2 XCoenthians B8 K -
9 Jesus is the goal Jesus' followers are to attain as his Body:

dn him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confideasieyou,
therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are youirglotliis reason
| kneel before the Fathdrom whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its napray that
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Ephesians 3:126

So what's the point? Simple. JESUS HAS TO BE AT THE CENTER OF EVERYTHING FOR US! While there are all
sorts of things we can study, Jesus is THE essential. While there are many fascinating tangents to chase in our
Bible study, we can't be all tangents: WE MUST HAVE A CENTER AND THAT CENTER MUST BE JESUS.

While the Bible, the Holy Scriptures, is crucial and vital for us, JESUS IS THE AUTHORITY, THE GOAL, THE TRUTH, THE
STANDARD, AND THE MEASURE OF OUR FAITHFULNESS.

9 His character and compassion are the tests of our orthodoxy and faithfulness.
9 His ministry must be our goal as his followers.

9 His concern for people — lost, broken, forgotten, last, abandoned, foreign, rich and poor, young and
old, powerful and powerless — must be our passion.

As followers of Jesus, let's not let anything or anyone take his place. That's the heart of what "The Jesus Vibe"
is all about — learning to put Jesus at the center of everything.

So let's make sure that if Joshua were to look at our lives, he would say of us, "Jesus! Jesus! Jesus! That's what
they're all about: Jesus!"

Jesus has to be at the center of everything for us!

9 Do you feel like we have lost sight of Jesus being the center of everything in our churches today? In
what ways?

9 If so, how do we move closer in the direction of living by "The Jesus Vibe" with Jesus as the center of
everything?

Do you believe that Jesus must be the center of how we understand and obey Scripture? Why or why not?




WHAT SHOULD A CHRISCENTERED LIFE LOOKIKE?

Got Questions.org

e Love e Life is Christ-centered
e Joy e Empowered by Holy Spirit

e Peace _', ’ e Introduces others to Christ
(o= =5
S

e Patience e Has effective prayer life
e Kindness e Understands God’'s Word

e Goodness - ‘ ‘ ‘ e Trusts God

e Faithfulness e Obeys God

A Christ-centered (or Christocentric) life is one that is focused upon a commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord. At
the core of every human decision is a motivation. Some people are motivated by the quest for pleasure or
money. Some center their entire lives on a goal, a job, or even their families. These things are not wrong in
themselves; however, that which we center our lives on can become our god.

The human heart was designed for worship, and if it does not worship God, it will worship something else. If
we are not Christ-centered, we will be centered on something else. Worship is measured by the amount of
time, money, and emotional energy expended. Our gods can be identified by the level of passionate
commitment they evoke in us, and, after a while, we begin to resemble them. We talk about them, think
about them, dream about them, and scheme to spend more time with them. People who know us best
usually know where our deepest passions lie because worship is hard to hide.

Followers of Christ who center their lives on Him start to become more like Him.
9 They talk about Him, think about Him, dream about Him, and scheme to spend more time with Him.

1 They choose to obey His commands out of love and honor for their Lord, not from fear of being
caught in sin.

The greatest desire of Christ-centered believers is to please Him and grow to be more like Him.

Their lives echo Paul’s words in Philippians 3:100 L g I y (i (0 2 ye$, 16 Xnbw thekpbldersofihis
NBE&dZNNBOGAZ2Y YR LI NUGAOALNI GA2Y AY KA& &adzFFSNR

9 The chief aim of a Christ-centered life is to glorify God.

But a Christ-centered life is not to be confused with a religion-centered life.

The Pharisees in Jesus’ day were religion-centered. They ate, drank, and slept the Law. They could spout rules,
codes, and judgments as fast as a child can recite the ABC’s, but Jesus had harsh rebuke for them. They were
Law-centered but not love-centered, and it made all the difference (Matthew 23:25; Luke 11:42). A religion-
centered life strives for supremacy, attention, and glory based upon performance. It keeps score and judges
itself and others by self-made standards.

Christ-centered lives rest in the finished work of Jesus on their behalf and yearn for holiness as a means of
staying close to Him.

éMake every effort to live in peace with everyoneandts K2t 8T @A K2dzi K2f Ay Sa
(Hebrews 12:14).



The secret to living a Christ-centered lifeisinunder st anding the “fear of the

aThe fear of theorDis pure, enduring forever. The decrees oflibepare firm, and all of tem are
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GTrhrough love and faithfulness sin is atoned for; through the fear didkeS @A f A &Provetbs 68 S R «

THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE CONTINUAL AWARENESS THAT OUR LOVING HEAVENLY FATHER IS WATCHING AND EVALUATING
EVERYTHING WE THINK, SAY, OR DO.
1 Those who live Christ-centered lives have developed a tangible awareness of the presence of Jesus,
& And teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to
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9 They make decisions based upon the question “Would this please the Lord?” They avoid Satan’s traps

and worldly entanglements because they evaluate their choices: “If Jesus was spending the day with
me, would | do that? Watch that? Say that?”

oHemust also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the
RSOAf QaimothiN3: LI £
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Every lifestyle decision is weighed on heaven’s scales and evaluated for its eternal significance.

Lesser loves fall by the wayside because they steal time, resources, and energy away from the real
passion of life—pleasing Jesus.

However, living with the fear of the Lord requires a conscious, ongoing commitment to it, and even the most
devoted will fail at times.

No person has ever lived a perfect life except Jesus,

oFor we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one
who has leen tempted in every way, justaswea@ S KS RHeBrews2:15. Ay ®¢

Even those who deeply desire a Christ-centered life will stumble, fall, sin, and make fleshly decisions in
moments of weakness,

df we claim to be without sin, we deceive oursslaad the truth is not in u$. we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousihessclaim we
have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is notfif Ushn 1:810

But a Christ-centered person cannot endure living in disharmony with God and will quickly confess sin and be
restored to fellowship with Him. This process of living in continual harmony with God is called sanctification. It
is a lifelong process by which God makes us more like Jesus,

oFor those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might |
the firstborn among many brothers and sistélRomans 8:29

oMake every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holypwitholiness no one will see the
[ 2 NHRbréws 12:14

When we first center our hearts on Him, our lives quickly follow.



