John 6:5-14                A COURAGEOUS CHILD

*Have you ever done something seemingly small for Christ, that later made a great difference?  (Alton Wall, Mary, Mike, & Ruth)  Pastored til he retired.
Ralph Tollerson, backslidden Christian, who became a Deacon.  
Intro.- In our passage, we find a most familiar event in the life of Christ.  It is called the feeding of the five thousand.  Notice three simple ingredients in this miracle that fed a multitude:

1. THE BOY
* The event as we know it is found in the Book of John.  Matthew, Mark, and Luke each tell us the story, but the lad is left out in all but John’s account.  This Courageous Child is the person we most remember.  
*The disciples in the other Gospels were instructed to go and see what they could find.  Andrew found the lad and brought him to Jesus.  (Now, Andrew was good at finding people.  John 1:41 “He (Andrew) first findeth his own brother Simon…”
Andrew found the boy with a lunch.
*Notice the Bible simply says:  “a lad”  **What is common on Earth, can be Famous in Heaven.  You do not have to be someone with man to be someone with God.
*His name is not given!  Don’t crave recognition!  
*He did what he did for Jesus, and that was enough!!

2. THE BREAD
Five loaves and two small fishes.
Phillip asked:  “But what are they among so many?”
*Our resources are never enough!
*Our resources when given to God will meet the need!
*Don’t not give because you have so little to give!
*What was sowed, was reaped.  **GIVE and be blessed!!
*God doesn’t want your 5 loaves, He wants to give you 12 baskets full!!
(you just have to start by giving out of your meager amount.)

3. THE BASKETS
*Who carries baskets into the wilderness?
*People who use the contents of the baskets for themselves!!
*Their empty baskets were used for someone else’s blessing!!
*Don’t be a basket Christian!!    (laundry basket)
*Be a Palm’s Up Christian!!       (biscuit)
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