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MASSILLON BAPTIST COLLEGE  

Distinctives: 
 

¶ King James Bible (Authorized Version) 
¶ Biblical and Theological Studies 
¶ Pastoral and Practical Studies 
¶ Baptist Distinctives 
¶ Religious Education 
¶  One-Year Bible Certification 
¶  Missionary Preparation 

 
 

Direct all inquiries to: 
 Massillon Baptist College 
 1219 Overlook Avenue, S.W. 
 Massillon, OH  44647 
 Phone:  (330) 830-5902 
 Fax:  (330) 830-5980 

Email:  massillonbaptistcollege@gmail.com 
Website:  www.massillonbaptistcollege.com 
 

Volume XX 
Revised August 2017 

Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is 
plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye there-
fore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 

labourers into his harvest. 
 

Mt. 9:37-38   
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Dr. Bruce D. Cummons  

(1924-2004) 
 
 
Founder of: Massillon Baptist Temple 
  Massillon Christian School 
  Massillon Baptist College 

 

 Pastor Bruce D. Cummons was born July 25, 

1924, in Parkersburg, West Virginia, where he lived 

with his parents (Otis and Pearl Cummons), his sister  

(Edrie), and his brother (Wayne) during his school 

days.  He was saved at eleven years of age during a revival meeting in a country 

church.  He died in Massillon, Ohio, on January 24, 2004. 

 At nineteen he enlisted in the U.S. Navy where he served during World War II as a 

radio operator.  After the war he returned to the Akron, Ohio, area where his parents 

were then residing.  He continued with his radio career, graduated from McKim Tech, 

and worked with Goodyear Aircraft as a radio operator with their blimps. 

 He surrendered to the call to preach in 1946. On August 26, 1947, he married the 

former Wanda Straight, and they both joined the Akron Baptist Temple by baptism.  In 

August 1948 they traveled to Fort Worth, Texas, to 

attend Bible Baptist Seminary.  He was a graduate of the 

Seminary with a Bachelor of Divinity degree and an 

honorary Doctor of Divinity degree. 

 Dr. Cummons began the Massillon Baptist 

Temple on November 19, 1950, and served as pastor 

until November 19, 1995, when he retired after forty-

five years of ministry. 

 During his years as pastor he conducted 564 

weddings, 926 funerals, and over 400 revival meetings 

and conferences.  He was Administrator of the Massillon 

Christian School and President of Massillon Baptist College.  He served as President 

of the World Baptist Fellowship and Chairman of Baptist Bible Fellowship of Ohio.  

He authored many books and pamphlets and was the editor of the Baptist Reporter for 

42 years.  His voice was heard from the earliest days of his ministry on local radio 

stations and reached a network of 42 stations at one time, carrying the "Grace And 

Peace Broadcast" on daily and weekly broadcasts that covered 80% of the land area of 
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the world. On October 7, 1992, Pastor 

Cummons was inducted into the 

Broadcasters' Hall of Fame. 

 He continued with his 

evangelistic work and writing as well as 

pursuing his hobbies of music, 

photography, travel, and amateur radio 

until the time of his death.  

 Pastor Cummons' salvation text 

was: All that the Father giveth me shall 

come to me; and him that cometh to me I 

will in no wise cast out.  (John 6:37)  

His life's text: Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 

believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.  (Mark 11:24) 

 He also longed to live the verse as spoken of Barnabas:  For he was a good man, and 

full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord.  (Acts 

11:24) 

 
 
 

Penned in the front of Dr. Cummonsô Bible: 
 

My Prayer 

Oh God! May I live each day as in thy Holy presence; 

May I walk each day expecting Jesus to come; 

May I act each day as though this were the last act of my life  

before I behold Him face to face; 

May I try to win souls about me each day of my life; 

And keep the vision of lost people in Hell fresh upon my mind  

so that my life might be a burning passion for the souls of men. ð AMEN! 
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HISTORY OF MASSILLON BAPTIST COLLEGE 
 
 

 The ministry of Massillon Baptist College was started in September of 1973 as an 

outreach ministry of Massillon Baptist Temple.  This ministry came from the heart and 

vision of Dr. Bruce D. Cummons (1924-2004), our Founder, as a natural development of 

Temple Bible Institute, its predecessor, which began in 1953. 

 The college has focused its efforts on the education of men and women who were 

called of God into Christian service, and, therefore, is not in competition with other 

colleges.  It is a faith-supported ministry providing a high-quality Bible education for those 

who may otherwise not be able to obtain such an education. 

 MBC has graduates working in ministries around the world.  Our graduates work as 

pastors, assistant pastors, music directors, youth directors, secretaries, etc., in over twenty-

eight states.  Our missionary graduates serve in approximately twenty countries of the 

world. 

 MBC stands firmly on the Authorized Version of the Bible (KJV 1611) and on all 

its principles and precepts.  The college was started from a local New Testament Baptist 

church and teaches these distinctives to its students. 
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OUR PURPOSE 
 
 
 The purpose of Massillon Baptist College is to train God-called men and women for 

Christian service.  Students may be trained as pastors, evangelists, missionaries, Christian 

education directors, youth leaders, or Sunday school teachers.  Also, laymen may take 

courses to better equip themselves in their Christian lives. 

 The college is a local church ministry and places strong emphasis on the ministry 

and work of the local church.  Believing that much can be learned by observation and 

participation, we require all students to attend the services of Massillon Baptist Temple, 

unless they currently reside in the area and are faithfully attending a fundamental, Bible-

believing church.  After the second year of study, students may work in other churches with 

permission of the college. 

 Our desire is to give students a thorough working knowledge of the Word of God.  

The only Bible we use is the Authorized Version (KJV 1611).  Our purpose is to train 

people in the work of building soul-winning churches at home and on the foreign mission 

field.  Regardless of the field of service a student plans to enter, he will be trained in 

evangelism and soul winning.  Every student will be required to go on visitation each week. 

 We invite students to come to Massillon Baptist College to be well trained by 

preachers and teachers who are actively engaged in the Lordôs work, and who are ñgetting 

the job doneò for Christ.  Students will receive blessing, instruction, and inspiration from the 

services and ministries of the Massillon Baptist Temple (known across the nation as ñTHE 

CHURCH THAT WAS BUILT ON BIBLE TEACHING!ò).  Massillon Baptist College is a 

place where pastors train pastors, teachers train teachers, and missionaries train 

missionaries.  We believe all earnest students will leave MBC well equipped. 
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Administration 
 

 
   
 
  Dr. Cecil E. Thayer 
 

  President 
  B.D., Th.M., Th.D. 
  Massillon Baptist College, Andersonville Theological Seminary,      
  Mansfield Business College 
 
   
     

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
   
 

 

   

 

 

 

   Mrs. Sandy Shaffer 

  Administrative Assistant and Registrar 
  A.C.S.S. 
  Massillon Baptist College 
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Rev. Ed Decker 
 

Dean of Students 
B. Th., B.S. M. 

Rock of Ages College of Biblical Studies and Theological Seminary 

 


