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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 

Did you ever wonder how the newsletter 
gets published; how the minutes of the 
meeting get put in the newsletter; how the 
retreat happens; how the decisions are 
made? Itõs the time of year that we solicit 
your help. We have developmental oppor-
tunities for all of you. There are positions 
available for a Board Member; Newsletter 
Editor; Secretary for the Guild; and an ap-
prentice opportunity on the Retreat Com-
mittee. None of these positions are full 
time ð that is the good news. They all re-
quire some obligation but can all be 
worked around your busy schedules ð ex-
cept the secretary position. We all under-
stand that we are not able to make it to 
each meeting, but your commitment is 
greatly appreciated. No one knows who 
first said òIf not us, who? If not now, 
when?ó but it does pertain to us today. 
Thank you all for your consideration.  

November 3, 2016   
11:00 am, program begins 1:00pm 

1st Congregational Church 
 627 Sunnyside Dr. Reno NV 

 

Letôs Finish Those Baskets 
 

Everyone who has an unfinished basket or two is 

invited to bring it to this monthôs meeting, for 

help, if needed,  to get it done.  Maybe itôs a rim 

you just havenôt figured out, maybe itôs a weaving 

technique that just hasnôt clicked.  Whatever it is 

that is keeping you from finishing the project, no 

worries, just bring it to the meeting and someone 

will try to help you.  Please bring your materials, 

tools, soaking bucket, etc.  If you have instruc-

tions for the project bring those too. 

For those who donôt have any unfinished projects 

(really?) please feel free to bring something to 

work on.  This should be a fun time to socialize 

and get some good tips from fellow weavers. 
 

Mark your calendar for our December Holiday 

Party.  Thursday Dec 1, 2016,  11:00am 

Washoe Zephyr Gardens 

Watch for  more details next month. 

Great Basin Basketmakers, a tisket, a 

tasket-30 years of baskets.  
 

The winning slogan by unanimous vote sub-

mitted by Gloria Gaytan-Robles.  She will be 

receiving an apron with the slogan on it as a 

prize, and we will be selling the aprons 

sometime next year.   



Great Basin Basketmakers  November 2016    Page 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Message from the President 
Happy Thanksgiving!  November is the month I like to stop and reflect on what I am 
thankful for.  I have so many things that I am thankful for but want to take this time to 
thank all of your for your contributions to GBB.  I am thankful for all of you who have 
spent time working on various committees and the board of directors; that time you spend 
makes our group successful.  Thank you to Karen Olson and Susan Lester for working up 
our schedule for next year; thank you to Sandy Zoerner for heading up the 30 Year Slogan 
Contest (Congratulations to Gloria Gaytan-Robles for her winning submission); thank you 
to Nancy Strickland for making sure our exhibits get done.  I knew I should not have 
started because I will miss someone!  I just want you to all know I am thankful for all of our 
members, committees, board members and all.  It is what you contribute that makes us          
successful. 
One of my favorite parts of our monthly meeting is Show and Tell ð I truly enjoy seeing 
what you have done or found or collected during the month and sharing it with all. 
We have such a wide range of experience in the Great Basin Basketmakers and it is so ex-
citing to me to see what everyone has accomplished. 
Respectfully,     Bonnie 

Pack Basket 
 

Unfortunately this class 

was cancelled due the 

devastating fire in 

Washoe Valley.  Teacher, 

Cat Wahrenbrock will 

reschedule soon.  More 

information at the Nov. 

meeting. 

Upcoming Exhibitsé 

 

The Alpine County Library basket dis-

play will run the months of November 

and December.   The display shelves 

are 8" deep x 10 1/2ó high and 37" 

long.   Small baskets are needed.   

The case is secure.  Please bring    

baskets to the November Meeting.  

 

Thanks, Paula  

Welcome New Member 

Karen Vetter 
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Autumn Basket 
Thursday, November 17, 2016 

9:30 amτ3:30 pm 
1st Congregational Church, Reno 

Instructor: Karen Olson 
 

This urn or bowl shaped basket teaches several round reed 
ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ǎƛȊŜŘ ōŀǎƪŜǘ όсέ Ȅ млέύ ŦƻǊ 
holding a variety of items.   Techniques include:  basket start 
using Japanese weave; Bi-spoking; three rod wale and reverse 
three rod wale; four rod arrows; and a rolled border.  With these tech-
ƴƛǉǳŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ōŀǎƪŜǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎΣ ǎƛȊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
shapes.   

No two baskets will be the same. 
Tools and Supplies: scissors, awl, soaking tub, towel, sponge or spray bot-
tle.  If you have dyed #3 reed in your favorite four colors for 
the four rod arrows, please bring.  The basket in the 
photo has two colors: smoked and dark brown. 
 
Class fees:  $25 members/$30 non-members 
Material fees:  $15 (uses mostly #3 reed, also #2, #4, & #5) 
Contact Karen at kvolson@charter.net or phone 852-5401. 

 

Hen Basket Class 
 

Saturday, Nov 5 & Sunday, Nov 6, 2016 
Washoe Zephyr Gardens, Old Washoe Valley 

9:00 AM until 5:00 PM, both days 
 
This basket was brought from Scotland by early immigrants...theirs were 
made of willow.  The basket was used to take a broody hen to market. 
 

Basket dimensions:  About 13 1/2" high, 14" wide and 11 1/2" deep.  
Size will vary 
 

Experience needed:  Rib style basket experience helpful, but not required.  Beginners are welcome. 
 

Materials used:  The 4 primary hoops will be pre-formed from #10 round reed:  2 @ 10" diameter, 2 @ 
12 1/2" diameter.  Ribs will be #7 round reed, weavers are dyed and natural #3 round reed, with many 
color choices. 
 

Tools needed:  Your usual basketry tools, especially 1-2 Awls, and we will be shaping our ribs with the 
Stanley Sur-Form Shaver.  I will have both tools to use in class and some for sale.  A scrap of wood (1" x 
2" x 12" or so) to protect the table top from the shaver.  (I have some of these too.) 
 

Cost:  $50.00 guild members (2 days instruction), $60.00 non-guild members,  
Materials:  $30.00   
NOTE:  if you feel you don't need the second day of instruction, I will refund the $25.00! 
 

Sign-ups can be at our guild meetings or by contacting Jane Milner at twillweaver@yahoo.com 
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2017 Programs and Classes 
 

We had a very good planning meeting last month. 
Thanks to all who participated and volun-
teered to teach.  The forms you filled out with 
interest, etc. really helped with planning.   
Below is a preliminary listτsubject to change. 

 
Monthly meeting programs 
Jan 5  Reno  Material Sale    Material Preparation 

and where to buy materials   Cat Wahren-
brock 

Feb 2  Washoe   Part 1 of 3,  Weaving a Base     
Karen Olson and Susan Lester 

Mar 2  Reno  Part 2 of 3,  Upsetting and weaving 
basket sides  Karen Olson and Susan Lester 

Apr 6  Washoe  Part 3 of 3  Potluck     Rims 
 Karen Olson and Jane Milner 
May 4  Reno  Retreat Basket Contest and finish 

basket from previous programs 
Jun 1 Washoe    Tule egg basket 
 Sue Ann Monteleone 
July     No Meeting 
Aug 3  Washoe    Coiling with recycled materials 
Sep 7   Reno   Natural Materials 
Oct 5   Washoe   2018 Planning meeting 
Nov 2  Reno  Guest  Speaker or Xmas ornament 
Dec 7   Washoe   Holiday Party 
 
Classes 
Jan     Thunder Gourd     Bonnie Kennedy 
Feb      Mad Weave            Karen Olson 
Mar    Pine Needles     Bonnie Kennedy 
April   2 day Willow class  Betty Hulse 
May    No Classes 
June    Simple Double Wall  Kaylee Mayne 
     Berry Basket            Susan Lester 
July     No ClassesττJill Robinson Workshops 
Aug     Scottish Yarn Basket    Jane Milner 
Sept    Random Weave         Susan Lester 
Oct      Basket for Beginners Kaylee Mayne 
Nov     Cedar prep and small cedar basket 
             Bonnie Kennedy 
Dec      No Classes 
 
Date???    Tule Basket    Sue Ann Monteleone 
                   Copper Flowers    Don Kennedy 
       
It was suggested we weave birdhouses  to sell as a 

fundraiser.  We are looking for someone to 
coordinate this project. 

   

Special Workshops 2017 
 

    I'm pleased to announce we have Jill Robinson inter-
ested in coming to Reno next year, July 14, 15 and 16, 
2017 to teach 3 days of great workshops.  Jill lives in 
Austin, Texas, where she has been weaving baskets 
since 1987 and teaching basket weaving since 1991.  
Please check out her website at www.onebasket.net 
     Based on interest from members attending the 
meetings we have chosen 3 one day workshops,  Can-
didum, Sugar Plum, and Landscape.   It is time for us to 
make commitments to take the workshops. In last 
ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ L ǎŀƛŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘπ
ments at the December meeting but that is our holiday 
party so �/�[�u�����•�l�]�v�P���(�}�Œ���š�Z�}�•�������}�u�u�]�š�u���v�š�•���v�}�Á.   
     Knowing that you want to know how much the 
classes will cost, I have come up with an estimate.  The 
cost will vary based on how many attend each class.  
¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ WƛƭƭΩǎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ мл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǊƻƻƳ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ WƛƭƭΩǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ 
fee.  The teaching fee is $80. and the material and 
prep fee is $65 for each basket.  Deposits are due in 
February  and will be $80 for one class, $160 for two 
and if you sign up for all three classes it is $240.  Final 
payment will be the material fees and due in May. 
Taking a workshop from a visiting instructor is an ex-
perience everyone should have, not to mention loads of 
fun.  I hope you will take this opportunity to learn from 
a very talented teacher. 
You can contact me at fordtraveler@gmail.com or call 
775-338-7910          
 

    Susan Lester 
 

Landscape 

 

Weaving level: 

Upper beginner 

Candidum 

 

Weaving level 

Upper begin-

Sugar Plum 

 

Weaving level 

Intermediate 


